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Women's

Honpa -

~"forgotten"

was -
* information on Japanese, Okinawan,- and
“"Korean - picture : brides: “who " -immigratéd

'Apicture
fmmigration ‘continued until: 1924 when

" PICTURE  BRIDES:

I. Description and  Goals of  the
PrOJect e T
Partia] funding “for this “work:k“was

- provided by the Hawaii Committee  for
~ the Humanities and co- sponsored by the
and- Ethnic .

Studies - Program
Studies Program at the University of

Hawaii, the Hawaii State Commission on
Honolulu United

the Status of Women,
Hongwanji ~ Buddhist -~ Women's
Association, United Methodist Women of

Harris = United Methodist Church and
Christ United -Methodist .Church, -and
the  Women's. . Fel]owship “of ‘Korean.
Christian Church ‘ R
~Hawaii has the greatest' ethnic
diversity of Asian ~women in America
and . has received = the greatest
proportion . of immigrants from Asian
‘countries in both early and recent

waves of immigration. In .1985, Hawaii
has been -commemorating the centennial

. of the arrival of Japanese immigrants

in ‘Hawaii. It
time to

| ~is ‘also .an opportune
~take a new look
immigrant women. in Hawaii
and. - their impact = on . various
dnstitutions  in Hawaii This project
designed  to bring forth - new .

to Hawaii in. the. eariy decades of the

twentieth century.

The years 1885, - 1900, . and -1903°

- marked 'the first. arrivals ‘of immigrant.
-from

famiiies
- and

1aborers
Japan,

and - their -

Okinawa, Korea,

“respectively, but few women came until .
pe vely, bu Jives

the turn of the century. Women were

prevented from coming to this country .

by  labor.  recruiters' profit
~motivation, ‘restrictive : immigration
laws, the  temporary . sojourner
situation of male laborers and
cultural = traditions of female
seclusion and family obiigation.
“When  the large numbers 'of male

"~ workers began to reaiize that = their
~original

intention of returning home
with savings would .not ‘be possible,
they arranged picture  marriages.
Starting- from 1908, after
Gentlemen's Agreement of 1907, many
~ brides  arrived. Their

the Asian Exclusion Act was passed ’

From 1908 - to 1924, over . 14,000
- Japanese, over 7,000 Okinawan, ~and
- almost 1,000 Korean picture . brides:

between the ages of 17 and 25 arrived

in Hawaii. Those who still survive:
are now in their 80s and 90s, thereby

- making it a matter of urgency to
~obtain infOrmation Z\f,on, "~ their
experiences. IR L

. Lives of

~were conducted
' 1anguages

~at  the

the -
begun- to

, P S T questions
,The_project”COnsists.of two parts, a.

Hawaii's ~ Early ';Iaaigrant “Women

*A]ice‘qun 'Chai,”and"Barbara!'F

“series of 1ife history interviews, and

pub]ic slide and panel presentations.
The fifteen 1ife ‘history interviews
in the women's native
‘and then translated into
English. In selecting interViewees, a
special effort was made to 1locate
women with varied backgrounds in terms
of regionai ’ origin,,_
affiliation and 1ife experience.,'

'The -format, of the siide show will
follow ',the'.q'subtopics' of  the
interviews: ' background, - economic,
‘domestic, social and ‘symbolic adaptive

strategies  and  ‘inter-generational
relation- ships The 1life histories
“‘of these. picture brides have been

-incorporated to create an overview of -
 their experiences, highlighted by some

unique ' responses to their
situations.  The slides will

common

private . collections, copies = of
photographs = in public and private
institutions ~ in Hawaii, and -
‘photographs ef documents. The English
narration  accompanying the slide-
presentation will - include direct
translations of frOm the

excerpts
interview tapes. R

“The” goaTs “of the proJect are"i) toﬂ%f'

make - available = to the'  public,
‘knowledge concerning the Tlives of -
~early Asian immigrant. women  from
feminist, - historical .- and
anthropological - view points; 2) to
visually -affirm = the - experiences of

ordinary women by celebrating = the

~significance: and diversity of their
facilitation - of -
- and that this female world leaves room

, through = “the ,
‘dialogue among cultural groups, social

classes, and generations. of people;
~and 3) to  encourage women to  see
themselves as resource

persons
ethnographic historians. -

,;I Humanities Approach

Since the Civ11 Rights and Women' s
Liberation movements of the 1960s. and

1970s, there has been a change in ‘the
"hconceptualization and inter- pretation
~of history and anthropology, including
There is now
a new and positive emphasis on the
struggle of immigrant women to resist

imposed -
upon ‘them, and ‘to live in a new land
~on - their

that of immigrant women.

oppreSSion within the 1limits

. terms.
and anthropo]ogists
~‘ask . about  the -
experience of women in the past using
women's letters, ~diaries,

.own

historians - ‘have

~autobiographies, and oral histories as
primary.

sources. - - This -shift.

‘male-oriented to :
and. interpretations.» The

newer . schoiarship tends to.

- From

iimmigrant"*women;
. demonstrated patterns

- with.

 Asian
‘religious

include

~photographs of the women from their - Shaped the opportunities.

history.

.and  is

~another- through - time.
~affirms

-affirmation:
’ViSibility and various
: women._.c :

~and

Feminist -

actuaii»

from -
female-oriented -
“consciousness 1eads to challenging new

portrayf

Japan, ”Okinawa, And Korea

.‘rKawakami o

“who
of ‘resistance,
protest anﬂicreative adaptation., o

strategists

Literature sedrches and consu]tation
scholars . reveal that “1ittle
research  has . been ‘done “on the early
immigrant women. - -Much. of "'the

literature on immigration has been
male-centered, taking -their: experience'

"as the norm and- assuming ‘that women s

experiences were efther: identical

not important - enough- warrantb
separate ‘and serious attention., The

story of the early . ‘Asian immigrant

women as active participants in “the
making of Hawaii s history ‘has yet to

be written. - Certainly, 1ike ' men,

women faced ~ poverty, . 1one11ness,

discrimination, and physica] danger as

they struggled to build new lives in a

new  land. However, being fema]e

and - roles

available to them in the family, -and

community. Using 1ife histories of

early Asian immigrant women, ‘this

project . offers a womanocentered

perspective - Hawaii's immigration‘

Nomen particuiar

have -a
11

continuaily- -passed from‘ one

generation or of women - to

“This proaect
the - need - recover - and
articulate this co]]ectivei“heritage.
It affirms that the legacy of wdmen's
reiatiOnships “1s. of = value, that
women's .1ives -have -a. special. rhythm

- group

for - celebrating
project - in its.
-of -

" The
fis an
- -historical
realitiesr of

diversity.
iargest sense
‘the

-;Life historyireconstructioniis~based

~on  the ' .collection,  analysis,
~organization, - and  presentation of
information about actual experiences
~of women.. ~The information collected
" spans .the indiViduai woman's entire
lTife cycie stages.‘ This proaect tries
to widen our wunderstanding = across

cultures and ‘generations by making us

“insiders™ to their worlds from a
particular historical time. As the
‘novelist Virq1nia ‘Woolf said, in order

~to learn about our past "we think back

through our mothers if we are women."

The™ presentation_

siide and pane]

- will 'be based on an analysis of women
as ‘active strategists and _creators of.

a woman-centered women's - “culture - in
soc10cu1tura1 o .and historicaim
contexts.‘ The spec1fic questions and-,

sampie exerpts from the interViews to;
be considered are ' . L



4. SOCIAL . STRATEGIES:
~do. to. support each other to achievea
~their goals? .

Through thelr fam1lial
networks, and church and women's
groups,  the women _were . able to. give

emotional- and financial support to one -
- another- and learned how to organize,
. implement ideas, and work together for

a common cause. Bonds between women
- were often. stronger than ties between
husband and. wife, since they had more

- contact with one another than. with
~ their husbands, who. preferred . to
- 'socfalize separately and often had

little~1n common with,their wives.k

- Through .51_ groups,' Korean p1cture
- brides gave. each other

pay for visiting homeland to see sick
mothers. In fact, for many women,
owning  income producing:
provided more security than marriage.
. Similar to Japanese tanomosh1, a kye
- 'group = was made up of ten  to
.twenty-four women from the same home
village, province, or church, who met

monthly for fellowship and recreation’
- as well

The main motive for participating in
_ the kye was to have access to a large

-as for economic cooperat1on.

sum of money. - - b

A Korean womanrproudly:says:

*One day a friend told me about a-

sale n - Hotel
wanted - $1,400.

- for
owner

rooming
Street.

house
" The -

“Because of the Depression, times were |

~hard- again. I worked in a Navy
laundry -‘during the day, and I. ironed
shirts for a cleaning ‘shop
midnight, five cents for one shirt,
fifty cents for ‘ten shirts. After
~five years I could only save. $400.

"How could 1 get- the other $1,000 I -
the
Then I'paid her back with cash

“needed? loaned = me

3 My friend
~ money.

--many responsibilities

'rel1gious faith,
~to fulf1ll their prov1der roles.

"mothers .but for ch1ldren,

~ her mother - normally did,
*early as. age 13. o

Nhat dld they

and:cfemalev

_earning 75 cents a day.

. through the fifth grade.
‘days, mothers suffered a lot but the

financial
support to purchase real estate and to

property

~until

5. SYMBOLIC STRATEGIES: What were

their  female experiences through- the

life cycle stages?
The most s1gn1f1cant challenges
faced by these picture br1des were the

and their children-in. the event of a
husband's illness  or ‘death.

habitual gamblers,n wives were

emot1onal
for .

supporters,
~the. - children.
frlends -~ and

from their

strong

“not only hard for

especjally
the oldest daughter who did everything

starting, as

w1dowhood was

An Okinawan woman' relates how her &
her al

"oldest daughter 'sacrificed for
famle.,;_‘vt 7 '
'“Because my husband left plenty
debt, I had to’ work for 20 years as-a
Tive-in  maid  for  the military :
families. 1In 1920, 1 was making $40 a
month ~when plantation women were

good for a month's pay. I think my
oldest daughter = suffered the  'most
"because she had - to do .  all the.

housework and take caré the young ones

and be 1ike a mother to" them.  She

even did the laundry for the Filipino.

She only went half-way

In the olden

bachelors.’

oldest girl suffered just as much.
Even to this day, 1 feel
‘that girl to go through so much.
without my daughter's help, ‘we could
never have survived.

1 got from the kye. Now my family had 95

property.
V‘live better. .

We could make money and y

‘for - themselves

o Because
“the husbands usually were much older

, _and some of them' were heavy drinkers
~and
- compelled to become ‘the major economic
. providers,
~ disciplinarians =
With financial help .and moral support

and .

they somehow managed,

How

'daughters7

That was real

sorry for
wed put  raised
That is why all’
‘my other children are very good to my
. oldest daughter now." =

my mother -
My brother wrote me and said,
-is  waiting
' daughter.

_ can't get better, she can't die.
. better come see her.'

\ff"Nobody knows T was com1ng.-
came in, it ‘was ‘like a. funeral  house,

"RELATIONSHIPS:
relate to
mothers, _ slsters,f

6. INTER-GENERATIONAL
did  they

grandmothers, and

Many p1cture brides sent hard earned_
money as. rem1ttances to help support
their parents and siblings. They all

_yearned to make a trip to their;home

village to see their ailing or aging.

~ mothers before it would be too late.

Many could not visit - home while
mothers -were’ st -alive _because' of
f1nancial dlffiéulties. “ Many" ““sald

they persevered ‘through theip _economic
hardships and domestic difficulties by
modeling  themselves -~ after  their

mothers' persistence and - strength.

- Some pictures brides, with the support

and assistance of their village women,
enough - money, by ”1ngenious'
ways, ‘to. -be able to- visit ' their
mothers after many years of struggle _
in Hawaii o '

A - Korean p1cture brlde tells of a

~dramatic reunion with her: sick mother','
in Korea after a long absence :

"In l932 after ten years 1n Hawa11,
in Korea became paralyzed
'Mother
you, “her . only
don't come;"She
Every night 1

- for
If you

pray to God, 'Please help me to. go see
. my _mother.- Then, God give ‘me  an
~ idea! That time plenty lad1es ‘came

‘from my hometown Masan

my. frlends that‘;I?m

;“I ;tellwvall
‘going to  Korea and- they “can send
something to parents, I would - take
- it. Then, all kinds and size packages -

- came in and everybody give me money..
1 collected about $250.

Those days

small boat round trip ‘only $55. I

went’ to- Korea, leav1ng three ch1ldren

with my fr1ends. L N
When 1

with everyone crylng Oh,
We all’ cry."

1 cry too.

- their -




-~ women’,

-~ families.

. wWere very poor. .’

_ they marry,"

R

1. BACKGROUND Why'did they come?
From the poor and dense]y populated
~ farming villages, the early -Asian
51mmigrant women
Tand of  economic
poiiticai freedom - and -~ personal-
autonomy. Some Christian . Korean
“who  had  been
activists,
their  protest
oppression in Korea.
to be free from social and cultural

against Japanese

] oconstraints unique to them _as = women.
A few” came ‘on. their own jnitiative,

,independent of and

: in opposition to
the wishes

of _ their parents and
Frequently, single women
emigrated to avoid marriage  and the

. poverty that would result.. Others -
- came because they preferred - the
freedom and 1independence of even
-~ poorly paid work -in Hawaii-and married
life . . without - ::servitude - to
~mothers-in-law.  For many - women,
because . of  the lack  of " other

alternatives; marriage was a- means of

achieving . - individual  goals - of
adventure, ‘social status enhancement,
and an independent 1life. In fact,

- some women were SO eager to come to
Hawaii
marriages.,

An : eighty-three ‘year - old
.explains that her search for- freedom
was the reason for ]eav1ng Korea o

"I was born in 1900
v111age in the mountains.

in ‘a ;small

" Those - days, girls in my village can't
- go any place, only to Sunday school.

Girls ‘all the time were home before
cooking, sewing,
working.
I 'became a Christian.
Buddhists. .
had" no freedom.

taiking.

make up my mind to come.

So,
my picture. ‘

came,“}env1sion1ng a.
opportunity,'

political -
came  ‘in order. to continue.

‘Others desired -
‘never had any money.
children at nights, I did. sewing until . 3

that they arranged their own

_woman -

My parents.
'So _much - hardship.

and |
When I was eight years old, .
My parents all .
Korea under the Japanesei

People _cannot free}
My auntie told me Hawaii' 's a.-
free place, everybody living well. I
1 sent‘

2. DOMESTIC STRATEGIES:
respond to their subordinate status?

~ Their anticipation of a "dreamland"

~was shattered- soon after their ships
~docked at-

" Honolulu harbor. Upon
arrival, some were bewildered, because

- their grooms did not look 1ike their

photographs. - The men frequently -had

- sent pictures of themselves taken ten"“
_,to twenty years before, or pictures of -

younger and better-looking friends.
Many of the picture brides cried
bitter]y, some persistently refused to
marry their- 1ntended grooms and were

A number of picture

who had paid the passage.

if they had been rejected, most of the
brides were forced to stay and accept
their unhappy married lives.  Some

Susannah Wesley Home. -  Others

- gradually adjusted to their marriages

and grew-to love their husbands. Many
woren,having nowhere to go or being un=
able to return home,persevered hardship
created by husbands' heavy drinking and
gamb]ing and sometimes phy51ca1 abuse

= This is a story of how an 0k1nawan~
- picture

bride -
difficulties:

endured her marital

"My husband made .good money asiluna,
but every night gamble, gamble. So .I

the ‘wee “hours ~ of . the mornings after

working in -the fieids all day.rv How
many times I thought of dying but when
.I saw the 1innocent faces sleeping, I
couldn't,
to go.

if 1 could walk across the ocean , I
I really gaman (endured)ﬂ
kept hearing my mother's.

would have. -
because I

voice, 'Once you marry, stay with your
husband, no matter what.' These words

stuck with me throughout my‘]ifeﬁﬂ i

—p == e p
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How did they

r_3. ECONOMIC STRATEGIES'

night caring for = their famil
~doing housework. o
not uncommon for: them: to: cook;‘”'

Alone with the laundry for-a- dozen. or m

‘There was no place for me

Times 1ike that:.I thought that'v\machines, the ‘women “did ‘the - Jaundr b

the iron.-
Q~A Japanese wbmaﬁ “~4pa1nhu11yii
remembers how: - she combined her

- P - . . C s ) C 1 o
. ====;==============‘==_=======‘======_ﬂv=-==

~ everybody
~ could not afford baby -home b
costed -$2.50 a month " per
~ made only $20 a month,
~ take with me to work in cane ¥
put up tent made from ahina cloth -
let baby sieep on ‘straw mat while
‘hoe hana.
- pity you know.

~hold back.
'No- - worry

"breasts,

-~ hard but when they. starttcrawling “or”
~We hear

~walking into burninu canes.ﬁm

© sent back home or “took refuge with T
- church agencies. :
brides were physically _abused by the
~ grooms

‘Afraid of being shipped back home as

‘women who ran. away sought refuge at gl

survive?

Hany hUsbands ‘wages alone couid not
cover all the household expenses, SO
the early immigrant women worked ten .

| How]did‘they:j5

hours a day in _the 'fields, often
taking their infant ~children ° with S
them. Then they worked. “far i E

In_addition,

, 2PGgri ~{mmi 5

also - “worked to :supple e 3
husbands ' meager wages.ar Some open d?
small dressmaking shops, ran . 1aundry

serv1ces. or: managed boarding ‘houses .
Without - electricity - or - “was

hand and had to heat the charco'ls

fieidwork w1th childcare*

no more ’babstitters;-‘
struggling you know S0
when. my baby was one years: ‘

~ "Those days’

(carrying a baby on’ back)

Sometimes baby get sunburn,
also get ~plenty  insect  bites, real:
When baby cry, I 11ke
to go but: if luna - bad, he 'scold, so 1"

Some luna kind - and;,say,‘
mama-san, ‘you: )
So I take. baby
‘then: I- see’ my

milk.':

covered ~with - depo ‘ (dust) so
with my saliva. When:bab

walking around ~more:" worry you know. @?
sad. stories’ about " ren

drowning in. irrigation - ditche

e i S




